OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION

THE GREENE LEAFLET

News for OSU Extension Greene County Master Gardener Volunteers

March/April 2021

President’s Message ...
Calendar ....................
Continuing Ed .............
Coordinator’s Notes ....
Updates in ANR ..........
President’s Message ...

Contact Info ..................

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Dan Denham

How time flies. It's already time for the March/April Newsletter. January
through March is that time of year when | pull out my favorite gardening
books and read through their recommendations of things | should be doing
or getting ready to do. These books make great reminders of the things |
need to be doing so | don’t fall too far behind in my pre-season activities.

My favorite reference book remains Crockett’s Victory Garden by James
Underwood Crockett. In addition to the Victory Garden he wrote Crockett’s
Flower Garden, Crockett’s Indoor Garden, and the 12-volumn Time-Life
Encyclopedia of Gardening series - about twenty books in all. Most were
written between 1975 and 1980 and his most well know and popular
books like Victory Garden and Flower Garden are written in the month-to-
month format beginning in February or March. Still today his books receive
4-5-star ratings but are not easy to find. | bought my copy of The Victory
Garden in paperback when it first came out in 1977 for $9.95. | just looked
it up on Amazon and the paperback version is offered today for $111.00.
The hard cover version is $179.00.

So, you ask, who is Jim Crockett? For those who don’t remember Jim, in
April 1975 WGBH in Boston launched a weekly garden show The Victory
Garden hosted by Jim Crockett and produced and directed by Russell
Morash. The show and Jim became instant favorites of viewers across the
United States. For the garden they took a 75’ X 75’ square of sodded
ground adjacent to the WGBH studio and turned it, along with a donated
greenhouse into The Victory Garden. His Victory Garden book was written
a couple years later (1977) in response to the encouragement from
viewers for an accompanying book to the weekly TV show. While the
show was a great success, Jim suffered from a lengthy iliness and died in
July 1979. This was a big shock to his viewers since no one at the time
was even aware he was ill. Numerous hosts and iterations followed, but
never with the success and following of the original.

When Russell Morash was asked why the show was such a success he
said “But mostly, of course, the program succeeds because of Jim himself.
He’s a born teacher, a man who is willing to share his knowledge because
he knows that gardening can give people pleasure and can actually
improve their lives.” | think the thing | remember that impressed me most
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UPCOMING

MEETING/EVENT/TEAM

CALENDAR

MONTHLY BUSINESS MEETINGS
May 11th Zoom

June 8th TBD

July 13th TBD

August 10th TBD

September 14th 6:30 pm TBD

October 12th 6:30 pm TBD

November 9th 6:30 pm TBD

June. July, and August will be off
site if COVID restrictions allow and

time will be site determined
September will be the
Appreciation & Recognition
Gathering

October will be Board of Trustee

election

Location to be determined (TBD)

will be determined by COVID
restrictions

BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING
Meetings are currently via Zoom

April 8th 10:30 am

May 6th 10:30 am

June 3rd 10:30 am

July 8th 10:30 am
August 5th 10:30 m
September 9th 10:30 am
October 7th 10:30 am
November 4th 10:30 am

December 9th 10:30 am

Updates will be posted on the website
greene.osu.edu

OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION

Greene County — Agriculture and Natural Resources

Continuing Education Events Available to Master Gardener Volunteers

We plan to have a series of virtual program and as dates are confirmed,
the schedule will be posted at greene.osu.edu. Below are a current
sampling of tentative 2021 program offerings. More statewide opportunities
are forthcoming

April

* 1st — Rise and Shine: Waking the Perennial Garden in Spring
» 8th — Backyard Critters and Poultry

« 15th — Bee Lawns

22nd — Little Known Pollinators

29th — Vermicomposting

Additional Programs:
All programs will require pre-registrtion, for links go to greene.osu.edu

State OSUE MGV Lunch and Learn and Happy Hour Webinar Series: Fall/
Winter/Spring 2020-2021

The Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical Garden Events

Miami County Coffee with the Master Gardener Volunteers
Cuyahoga Master Gardeners "Saturday Gatherings in the Garden"
OSU Bee Lab Welcome Spring! Authors Speaker Series

Summit County Sustainable Gardening in Your Backyard

OSU Entomology Phive Phenology Phridays: A Study Group April 9th
through May 7th, 2021

Ohio AgrAbility 2021 Gardening with Physical Limitations Webinar Series

Cuyahoga County Woody Natives - Making Quick and Confident Choices
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COORDINATOR’S NOTES SECTION

We are all now actively working on projects and this nice weather has many of us on plant buying sprees.
Right now, | seem to see at least one MGV at every garden center | visit!

| thought this would be a great time to remind everyone of a couple of things; COVID restrictions,
reimbursement for project purchases, tracking hours, and sales tax. So let's tackle these one at a time.
COVID Restrictions and projects: The same restrictions are in places as last year with the following
exceptions; you are not limited to one day within a time frame or one project. You must submit a check
check before any volunteer activity by using the Qualtrics located on greene.osu.edu

Project Purchase Reimbursements: The reimbursement form is located on the same website
greene.osu.edu Please submit forms as you purchase items, do not wait! Skip does not mind writing
multiple checks to individuals and would prefer to reimburse you within 30 days of purchase.

Tracking Volunteer Hours: VMS is closed. Any hours you entered after February 15, 2021 will not transfer
into the new system. Please write down your volunteer hours along with the project they are associated
with and continuing education hours along with the title of the presentation. You will begin receiving training
to help you find where documents are and will continue to be located. The training will then evolve into the
Hands on Connect (HOC) system. | have divided everyone into 4 groups and each group has a trainer who
will be helping you navigate the new set up. You will be contacted soon.

Sales Tax: Please remember we are tax exempt! Skip and | are putting together a list of places with our
tax exempt information on file. We are also making sure all are under the same name and phone number.
Over the years, different people have set up the exempt form at different stores. These are all under
different title. We will be using OSU Extension and the phone number 937-372-9971. We hope it makes
remembering to use the exemption easier. If there is a garden center or store not on the list, please let me
know. The list will be available next week and will be sent to everyone in an email.

UPDATES IN ANR

It seems about time to start working outside! First, lets start with sampling our soil and considering how
much nutrients our soil may need in a fertilizer application. Don’t forget, we can help with getting your
soil tested. First, collect a dry soil sample of your field, lawn, or area of interest and visit greene.osu.edu
or go.osu.edu/gcsoiltest. Turf/ornamental/lawn samples cost $21. If you need to do sampling at your
project, we can take care of that for a reduced price of $10.

If you talk to folks that are having growing concerns in their lawn or garden, be sure to first recommend
a soil sample. Lately, | have had several calls from folks with concerns that had pH near 8.0 and lacked
nutrients. Or another frequent issue has been over-use of phosphorous creating an imbalance with low
potassium.

On another note, | wanted to touch on some of the others things | have been involved with. | am active
on a few state teams, one is writing a forage factsheet on hay equipment. The one | am authoring
focuses on balers. Another team that | am involved with is eFields, on farm research. As part of this
team, | am working with a couple Greene County farmers to do soil health sampling. In this, we sample
the soil in the field at 3 depths (0-3, 3-6, and 6-9 inches). Then, we have a lab on campus that is
studying a couple special soil metrics that relate to different farming practices. Each of these state
teams will hopefully bring valuable information back to our county for various programs in the next year
or so.

As always, do not hesitate to reach out. | am always happy to talk!




President’s Message, cont. from Page 1

about Jim and the show was he stuck to, taught and demonstrated the basics of gardening that others
tend to just skip over and assume everyone already knows.

So, I'll let Jim’s words speak to the importance of March in our gardening
these pages, let the message be clear: nothing, but nothing, matters as much as soil preparation.”

April will be here soon and it's the busiest gardening month of the year. It's the month of soll
preparation, seed starting, plant buying, cool weather vegetables, perennials and hardy annual
planting and tender annual’s hardening-off. By the end of the month all preparatory work in the
garden should be done and only the final step, the planting of our warm weather vegetables and
tender annuals remains.

Have a great March and April and hopefully, soon, the COVID cloud will clear. When it does, we can
get out and spend all the time we want in our gardens, working together, alongside our friends once
again. It will then, once again be the time to teach others the wonders and pleasures of gardening
and getting one’s hands dirty again. Until then, read a good book, stay healthy and get your garden
soil ready to go.

In closing, let me quote Jim’s words on March one last time: “It's a month of promise as well as
progress. A month when | can put my hands to the garden soil for the first time since the snows fell”

Save the Date
OSUE GREENE COUNTY MASTER GARDENER VOLUNTEERS

Annual Plant Sale
Saturday, May 8th 2021

9:00 am to 1:00 pm
O,SU Extensmn Office Buckeye Room 100 Fairground Rd. Xenia, Ohio

Social Dlstancmg and Masks Required
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THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY
COLLEGE OF FOOD, AGRICULTURAL,

AND ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES

OSU Extension Greene County Phone: 937-372-9971
Offit_:e 100 Fairgrounds Rd Office Hours: Monday — Friday, 8:30 a.m - 4:30 p.m.
Xenia, OH 45385 greene.osu.edu

Extension Educator, Agriculture and Natural Resources: Trevor Corboy, corboy.3@osu.edu
Program, Assistant, Horticulture: Kim Hupman, hupman.5@osu.edu

Extension Educator, Agriculture and Natural Resources: Trevor Corboy, corboy.3@osu.edu
Program, Assistant, Horticulture: Kim Hupman, hupman.5@osu.edu

OSU Extension Greene County Master Gardener Volunteer 2021 Officers:

President - Dan Denham

Vice President - Jane Worth

Secretary - Carol Brown

Treasurer - Skip Mahan

Board Members At Large -

Sarah Preston

Arlon Zabel

James Hoffer

Debbie Downes

Ex Officio Board Member - Kim Hupman, Horticulture Program Assistant (937) 736-7209

The Greene Leaflet Editor — Pat Zehring zehring.5@osu.edu

Next Newsletter Deadline: ey 2o, 2021

We welcome all suggestions, thoughts, calendar dates for this newsletter.
Please e-mail your comments, articles, photos, and dates to: hupman.5@osu.edu

CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clientele on a
nondiscriminatory basis. For more information, visit cfaesdiversity.osu.edu.
For an accessible format of this publication, visit cfaes.osu.edu/accessibility.
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