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Greene County Rabbit Rules 2026  

 

Any/all pre-fair requirements (i.e. QA, pictures, pen assignments, etc.) MUST be completed by the posted 
due date(s).  Failure to complete any/all requirements, as required, will result in the exhibitor not being 
allowed to bring, able to show and/or sell livestock projects.  
 
  
The following rules shall be used to govern the rabbit events at the Greene County Fair. These rules are in 
conjunction with, and do not supersede, the general rules governing the fair established by the Senior Fair 
Board. If an incident occurs, either having a contradiction of rules or not having a rule covering the 
incident, the Rabbit Committee, Barn Superintendent, and Livestock chair will resolve the conflict. All 
rabbit projects shown at the Greene County Fair (except for Pet Rabbit) must be purebred pedigreed 
American Rabbit Breeders Association (ARBA) recognized.  
  

 

GENERAL RULES FOR ALL EXHIBITORS: 

Pre-Fair Requirements (QA, pictures, pen assignments, etc.) must be completed by due dates or you 

cannot show or sell your rabbits. 

All rabbits except pet rabbits must be purebred, pedigreed, and ARBA-recognized. 

Max entries per exhibitor: 20 classes total, including pet, breeding and market projects. 

Pedigrees may be required at check-in for Breeding & Market classes. 

Cages must be cleaned daily with pine shavings/pellets only. 

Check-in: Saturday, 9:00 AM - Noon. Exhibitor meeting at 3:00 PM. 

False bottoms required for all cages (can rent at the fair for $15, once returned you will receive $5 in 

return) 

KEY DATES FOR 2026: 

Date Requirement 

May 16, 2026 All Breeding Rabbits (228BR) and pet rabbits must be secured (except Pre-Jr. and 

Doe & Litter). 

June 27, 2026 MANDATORY Tattooing for Market Rabbits (Meat Pen, Fryer, Roaster), 8AM–

12PM 

July 1, 2026 Fair Entry Deadline – no entries accepted after this. All rabbits must be tattooed. 

No tattoo changes will be accepted after this day. Be sure your information in fair 

entry is correct. 
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Class Age Category Maximum Age 
at Fair 

Weight 
Requirements 

Recommended 
Birth Date Range 

Recommended 
Breeding Date Range 

Senior 4 Class: Over 6 

months 

6 Class: 

Over 8 months 

No maximum N/A Before  

December 1, 2025 

Before January 3, 2026 

Intermediate  

(6-8 months) 

6–8 months 6-8 months N/A December 2, 2025 – 

February 1, 2026 

November 2, 2025 – 

January 2, 2026 

Junior Under 6 months No maximum N/A On or after  

February 2 –  

May 2, 2026 

On or after  

January 3, 2026 

Pre-Junior Under 3 months Under 3 months N/A On or after  

May 3, 2026 

On or after April 2, 2026 

Matched Breeding 

Pair 

One buck and one 

doe, same 

breed/variety 

Matches 

individual age 

classes 

N/A Matches individual 

age classes 

Matches individual age 

classes 

Doe & Litter 

Commercial  

Doe with at least 4 

kits 

Kits under 70 

days; Doe senior 

age 

N/A Kits: June 6–June 

27, 2026 

Before January 3, 2026 

Doe & Litter 

Fancy 

Doe with at least 3 

kits 

Kits under 70 

days; Doe senior 

age 

N/A Kits: June 6-27, 

2026 

Before January 3, 2026 

Homegrown 

Roaster 

4 months or older Under 6 months 

preferred 

6–9 pounds at 

weigh-in 

February 2 –  

April 1, 2026 

Before March 3, 2026 

Meat Pen (3 

rabbits) & Single 

Fryer 

 Approximately 3 

months 

4-6 pounds each 

at weigh-in 

On or about  

May 3, 2026 

On or about 

 April 2, 2026 
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PROJECT TYPES & RULES: 

 #228BR – Breeding Rabbit 

Purebred, pedigreed, ARBA-recognized. 

Must be secured by May 16th. 

1st-year exhibitors: Use book #228; 2nd year: Use Extension record book (Can be purchased at office for 

$2 or printed off Greene County Extension website)  

 

#228MA – Market Rabbit 

Purebred, pedigreed, ARBA-recognized.  The maximum number of market rabbits that can be tattooed is 

eight (8.) 

Can only show in 2 of the 3 classes: 

Meat Pen (3 rabbits, 4–6 lbs. each, commercial breeds only) 

Single Fryer (1 rabbit, 4–6 lbs., cannot be from Meat Pen) 

Roaster (1 rabbit, 6–9 lbs., homegrown, 4+ months old) 

Mandatory Tattooing for Market Rabbits (Meat Pen, Fryer, Roaster) will be June 27, 2026 at the 

Extension Office. This will be overseen by Senior Fair Board, Barn Superintendent, Livestock Chairman, 

Rabbit Committee, and the Greene County Sales Committee. A unique symbol will be tattooed in the 

right ear of each rabbit. This tattoo will be custom created and stored by the Sales Committee. The tattoo 

will be changed yearly.   

Market rabbits may arrive at the tattoo date with rabbitry tattoo in the left ear.  

 Weight Guidelines: 

Meat Pens & Single Fryers: 

Each rabbit must weigh between 4.0 and 6.0 pounds at time of show 

Exhibitors must attend an approved Quality Assurance training in-person or online (at 

https://yqcaprogram.org/) by the June 1st deadline.    

**Under/overweight rabbits: Ineligible for placing but still eligible for selling. Each exhibitor is limited to 

exhibiting one (1) meat pen of rabbits. 

Roasters: 

Must weigh between 6 and 9 pounds 

Must be at least 4 months old 

May not exceed 9 pounds 

https://yqcaprogram.org/
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The Fair Board and Sales Committee must verify tattoo numbers against fair entries for Grand and 

Reserve Grand Market rabbits.  

 

#228PE – Pet Rabbit 

1 rabbit only 

Must attend an approved Quality Assurance training in-person or online (at https://yqcaprogram.org/) by 

the June 1st deadline.    

In order to show, Pet rabbit exhibitors must complete the interview, project book, educational display, 

complete a Quality Assurance training.  

Exhibitors may enter the Pet Rabbit Class at the fair if all requirements are met. If a pet rabbit is being 

exhibited at the fair, it must stay all week. Pet rabbits cannot be entered in breeding or market classes. 

 

IMPORTANT CHANGES FOR 2026 

Meat Pen or Single Fryer rabbits must be born ~Approx. May 3, 2026. 

During weigh-in each exhibitor may bring up to 5 “fryer” rabbits to the scale. Once weighed you will 

declare which rabbits will be a part of your meat pen and which rabbit will be your single fryer. If 

bringing 5 you will have a spare rabbit not being shown, This rabbit will stay caged with your meat pen 

for the duration of the fair. The single fryer may be caged separately depending on space availability. 

Single fryers cannot be a part of your meat pen. 

Roasters must be born Feb 2–Apr 1, 2026. 

Show weight limits strictly enforced: **Under/overweight can't place but can still sell. 

All market rabbits must be weighed at check-in, no reweighs allowed.  

Drug Use Notification Forms (DUNF) online forms are required to be completed at check-in. If the form 

is completed before check-in, confirmation will need to be shown.  

 Exhibitor Dress Code 

Button-down, solid white long-sleeve show shirt or blouse or white show coat with well-fitted, show 

jeans (no holes). Closed-toe shoes or boots are required. No identifying information, any garments, such 

as rabbitry names or exhibitor names.  

Showmanship & Contests:  

Must sign up prior to the show. 

 

 

 

 

https://yqcaprogram.org/
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Showmanship: 

Open to all 4-H/FFA rabbit exhibitors. 

Divisions: Beginner (8–10), Intermediate (11–13), Advanced (14+). 

Wear proper show clothing. 

 

Judging Contests: 

Judge rabbits or pictures based on breed standards. 

2 minutes per class. 

Costume Contest: 

One rabbit per exhibitor. 

Held after Pee Wee Showmanship. 

 

Champion Exhibitor: 

To be eligible to win the Champion Rabbit Exhibitor, exhibitors must complete the skill-a-thon prior to 

Fair. The champion exhibitor project is determined by combining the highest class placing, showmanship 

placing, total skill-a-thon, and rabbit judging scores. All exhibitors are automatically entered in this 

contest. The dates of 2026 Skill-A-Thons are July 27 or July 29, 2026.  

Rabbit Royalty: 

Rabbit exhibitors with at least one year of participation and currently enrolled in a rabbit project may 

compete to serve as a youth project representative throughout the year. Two applicants will be selected 

and invited to hand out awards during Fair, assist in promoting the rabbit project throughout the year, and 

provide at least one demonstration for other rabbit members. Completed applications are available online 

at https://greene.osu.edu and are usually due around June 1.  

 

REMINDERS:  

Pedigrees encouraged/possibly required. 

Proper tattooing is crucial. 

Keep rabbits clean, well-fed, and cages tidy daily.  

Keep your area clean and the floor swept. Dirty bedding goes to the pile behind the Swine Barn (#2) 

Bring your own crocks and bedding. 

No hanging water bottles or cedar bedding. 

Show respect to judges, exhibitors, and committee rules at all times. 

https://greene.osu.edu/
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Greene County Senior Fair Board Members, Barn Superintendent, Livestock Chairman, Rabbit 

Committee, and Sales Committee Chair reserve the right and authority to open rabbit coops and inspect 

any rabbit at any time for any reason.  

Securing Cages: 

Exhibitors may secure their cages using: 

Zip ties (preferred) 

Key locks 

Combination locks 

Important: The Rabbit Committee reserves the right to forcibly remove any locks if: 

An animal’s safety or welfare is in question 

The exhibitor cannot be contacted 

Family Rabbit Sharing Rule: 

Rabbits cannot be shared between family members. 

Example: If one child is showing a Doe & Litter, another child cannot show a Pre-Junior from that same 

litter. 

 

Hardship Clause: 

If a hardship occurs (e.g., rabbit dies): 

Contact the OSU Extension Office and a member of the Rabbit Committee immediately. 

Do NOT make substitutions or changes without approval. 

Situations will be handled case-by-case by the Extension Office, the Rabbit Committee, Barn 

Superintendent and Livestock Chair. 

 

 

Greene County Fair Rabbit Shows & Dates: 

 

• Saturday, August 1, 2026: Check-In & Weigh-In 

o 9 am – 12 NOON 

o All rabbits will receive veterinary inspection at check-in. Rabbits must be healthy, clean, 

and properly identified (fair-specific tattoo verified.)  

o No re-weighs allowed.  

o Weigh-in will be overseen by the Senior Fair Board, Barn Superintendent, Livestock 

Chairman, Rabbit Committee, and the Greene County Sales Committee Chairman. This 

will take place in the show arena and one of the overseers will announce the weights of 

each exhibitor’s rabbits as they are weighed.  

• Saturday, August 1, 2026: Exhibitor Meeting 

o 3pm 

• Sunday, August 2, 2026: Market, Breeding, and Pet Rabbit Show 
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o 8 am 

o Exhibitors will be called to the show arena in order of breeds.  

• Monday, August 3, 2026: Rabbit Showmanship & Rabbit Judging Contest 

o 12 NOON 

• Monday, August 3, 2026: Pee-Wee Showmanship & Costume Contest 

o 6 pm 

• Thursday, August 6, 2026: Breeding & Pet Rabbits Released 

o 8 pm 

• Friday, August 7, 2026: Market Rabbits Released (Does Not Include Grand and Reserve Grand 

Champion) 

o 7am – 12 NOON 

 

 

More Information: 

 

• Unless accommodation is requested through the Winning 4-H Plan, exhibitors will carry their 

own rabbits to the show table. If this is not possible, any bona-fide 4-H or FFA member may 

assist. 

o Senior Fair Board members, Barn Superintendent or members of the Junior Fair Board 

are also permitted to assist.  

• Parents are not to be in the show arena and are forbidden to speak to the judges. Exhibitors are 

not to speak to the judges during the rabbit show unless the judge has a question.  

 

When applicable, judging follows American Rabbit Breeders Association (ARBA) Standard of 

Perfection.  

 

 

Sale Information: 

 

• Only the Grand and Reserve Grand Champion Meat Pens will participate in the live sale on 

Friday, August 7, 2026. Grand and Reserve Grand Champions sale is terminal.  

o All other market rabbits will sell through an online add-on sale.  

 

These rules are made at the discretion of Greene County, Ohio Senior Fair Board, Sales Committee, and 

the Rabbit Committee. They are subject to change at any time for any reason should a necessity occur.  


