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INTRODUCTION

e Review the key updates to the 2026 Project Guide Requirements
document

e Discuss Fair Display formats

e Review Related Action Items



2026 PROJECT GUIDE REQUIREMENTS

Staying Healthy

Crop Production

Field to Faucet

Diversity: The Source of our Strength

Updated document available:
DROPPED

2026 Project Guide Requirements

527 Electricity 1 — Paper Circuits

CHANGED 528 Electricity 2 — Smart Circuits

594 Knitting it Together

495 Living on Your Own

446 Empowering Personal Finance
668 Field Crops and Forages

616 Water Matters

101 How the Herd Multiplies

ADDED

Self Determined: Aquaculture: Raising Seafood
and Restoring Fisheries

Self Determined: Backyard Fireflies

Self Determined: Needle Felting

Self Determined: No-Sew Fun

Self Determined: Building the Future:
Construction Careers


https://greene.osu.edu/program-areas/4-h-youth-development/project-judging-and-skill-thons

Added project-related Greene County
General Rules to the Project Guide
Requirements to create a single reference
document

Added links to Project Central project books

Reformatted Project Completion

Requirements

o  Added clarification about Shooting Sports, Dog and
Horse club enrollment

o Added links to Project Resource books (where
applicable)

Reformatted County Judging Requirements
into bulleted lists and updated to use
consistent terminology across projects

2026 PROJECT GUIDE REQUIREMENTS

COLLEGE OF FOOD, AGRICULTURAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE

Project Number & Name

Skill Level l Project Completion Requirements |

County Judging Requirements

State Fair i
See the 4-H State Fair Guidebook for
complete detailz for non-livestock projects.

LEADERSHIP

Communication

377 Finding Your Voice:
Public Speaking
Made Easy

Br(B-13) | »
B-Sr(14+) | =

* Al 7 activities

At least 2 learning experiences

At least 2 leadershipicitizenship activities
* Project review

*  Project Interview
* Completed Project Book
* Project Display - A table-top

exhibit illustrating highlights of
'your project experiences and
accomplishments to share with a
judge during an interview.

This project is included in the 2026
Ohio State Fair L eadership Day.

CREATIVE AND
Cake Decorating

LEASURE ARTS

492B Cake Decorating
Beginner

BrJr (8-13)

BSr(14+) | *

= Atleast 5 leamning activities

= At least 2 leamning experiences

* At least 2 leadership/citizenship activities
* Record of decorating skills and
techniques

Project and cake records

* Project summary and review

[Resources: Cake Decorating Resource Book

*  Project Interview
* Completed Project Book
« Project Display: 1 decorated cake

or cupcake
o actual cake or Styrofoam base
allowed
o maximum height of 4”
< single layer only

* Educational Display: Poster (14"

x 22° vertically), which includes:

1. picture of your original creation

2. List/show something new that
you have learned

3. List/ show your favorite skill

4. List/ show the most difficult skill
you leamed

5. name, 4-H age, and club name
in the bottom right comer.

This project is included in the 2026
Ohio State Fair Cake Decorating Day.



https://projectcentral.ohio4h.org/

2026 PROJECT GUIDE REQUIREMENTS

Confirmed alignment of Greene
County requirements with Ohio State
4-H requirements

O

Added links to the specific State Fair Project
Requirements

Added Educational Display county judging
requirement for Creative Arts projects

Allow frames for photography

Clarified fair display requirements

O

Project Display vs Educational Display

COLLEGE OF FOOD, AGRICULTURAL, AND ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES

Creating Displays for Fair:
In Ohio, each project has different requirements regarding the Project Display and/or
Educational Display (aka Leaming Display) that must be completed for the Project. The
general guidelines below will help when referring to the specific guidelines per project as
prescribed by Ohio 4-H.
Project Display: A project display is something made by the 4-H member utilizing
the skills and knowledge gained while completing the project. For example, a
scrapbook, a piece of art, a photograph, a decorated cake, an outfit, a rocket, etc.

Educational Display (aka Learning Display): An Educational Display represents
the 4-H member's leaming experience in the project and is referred to as a Leaming
Display in some State Fair project requirements. Educational Displays must have a
footprint no larger than 24” x 24", An educational display may be one of:

Creative Presentation (examples below)

three-dimensional display
collage

game

storyboard

o000

Portfolio: A paper copy portfolio or 3-ring binder to represent your project knowledge.
MNOTE: Digital portfolios are allowed only at the State Fair for some projects. Members
using technology are responsible for bringing their own laptop/tablet.

o Nutrition Portfolio: All food projects utilize a very specific format of a Nutrifion
Portfolio. The pages in the portfolio will differ depending on the food project being
presented. The Nutrition Portfolio consists of a maximum of one page (one-sided
only) per “activity area” or “interest area” as designated in the front of their project
books. These pages could be in a collage, journaling, imeline, photo, or other
format that would illustrate the work and knowledge of the 4-Her. Each page
could be different or could be a combination of styles, allowing the 4-Her to reflect
on their leaming experience. There will be no points for scrapbooking style. All
pages should be presented in a pronged folder.

Poster: A poster must be made using 14" x 227 posterboard or 22" x 28" posterboard.
Consult the project details below for the size specific to your project (do not use foam board
or a trifold).

Trifold: A trifold must be made using a 28” x 22" frifold display




DEFINITIONS
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SOME PROJECTS REQUIRE BOTH

PROJ ECT DISPLAY - cake

EDUCATIONAL DI SPLAY - poster

Favorite Skill

My favorite skill is the swirl border. | think it
is a great border to use on any cake and it
looks really good, plus it's not too hard to do.

| Newskill i

Anew skill that | learned in this project was
the flattening with the cornstarch. | had.
never done this before but it was very useful
when i was drawing on cakes, like with this
Cookie Monster cake.

| Hardest Skill
The hardest skill for me to learn was writing.
This wos difficult for me because the frosting
would break easily and it was hard to write
straight, but now that I've mastered writing
it's very useful.




EDUCATIONAL DISPLAY: CREATIVE PRESENTATI ON

HOW OFTEN SHOULD
YOU WASH?

Bathing suits
—
Balh Tovels

Bed sheels

Clothes with stains

Undenwear & Socks

Leggings & tghts

_Outer lthes
Pajamas
Jeans
T-his, tarks, & camisoes

Whites & siks

it
Pty

The Laundry Project




EDUCATIONAL DISPLAY: POSTER

PET RABBIT
5

| . o 1 )
Favorite Skill il
My favorite skill is the swirl border. | think it
ke and it It
lif@iiiﬁfy’%li’ié,'&EZiZ”nZTYJShZ?d to do. 4 Rabbit Communication and Behavior
= What does the rabbit's posture tell you?
L 7 A A &

( New'skitt

J A new skill that | learned in this project was

BODY TYPES

the flattening with the cornstarch. | had
never done this before but it was very useful
when i was drawing on cokes, like with this
Cookie Monster cake.

| Hardest Skill

The hardest skill for me to learn was writing.
This wos difficult for me because the frosting
would break easily and it was hard to write
straight, but now that I've mastered writing
it's very useful.

Unless specified, entering a Creative Presentation is preferred to a Poster or Trifold.



EDUCATIONAL DISPLAY: TRIFOLD

FAMILY HISTORY
TREASURE HUNT

When did Winified Kennel and
James Henders ted?

Unless specified, entering a Creative Presentation is preferred to a Poster or Trifold.



EDUCATIONAL DISPLAY: NUTRITION
PORTFOTIO

Randy Sui Grill Secret Ingredienis: Sauces ard Marinades

GRILL MASTER e il ok u

Sizing Lp Sarsngs Othar Enuipment Easenish Grilling Fruits and Vegatablkes
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¥
-
":lli‘-
i |

il

One page per activity and printed one-sided
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EXAMPLES OF PROJECT DISPLAYS

Self Determined
- Creative Arts

Mini-quilt

&
Clothing for Middle School



WHAT’S MISSING FROM THIS EDUCATIONAL DISPLAY?

Alpine Butterfl:
Knot

| ==

Square Knot

Round Turn and

3 Tuo Half Hitchee [ )
5 {




WHAT’S MISSING FROM THIS EDUCATIONAL DISPLAY?

Description of how
the 4-H Member
learned and
practiced the knots?

Explanations of how the
knots could be used?

Historical / cultural
importance of the
knots?

Reference to a
favorite or
challenging knot?

Instructions for
how to tie the
knots?




RELATED ACTION ITEMS

1. Notify club members that the updated 2026
Project Guide Requirements document is
available

2. Discuss Fair Display formats with your club
members at an upcoming meeting.

3. If you need clarification or have questions
related to requirements, reach out to Brenda or
Megan so that updated can be integrated into
the next version.




RECAP

e Reviewed the key updates to the 2026 Project Guide Requirements
document

e Discussed Fair Display formats

e Reviewed Related Action Items
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